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To  the  TOWN  COUNCIL  of  the 
L BOROUGH  OF  YEOVIL . 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  herewith  present  the  Thirty-Eighth 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
Borough  for  1910,  for  the  information  of  your  Council,  the  County 
Council,  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  Home  Office.  The 
Report  is  arranged  similarly  to  those  of  former  years  for  facility  of 
comparison,  together  with  observations,  as  far  as  may  be  on  subjects 
specified  in  the  instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board  recently 
issued.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  general  health  of  the  Borough 
has  been  exceptionally  satisfactory,  during  the  past  year  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  text  of  this  report  and  the  accompanying  tables  setting 
forth  the  details  of  its  health  statistics. 

Incidental  Notes. 

The  population  for  the  year  was  estimated  at  11,958,  the  area 
852  acres,  number  of  inhabited  houses  3063.  The  density  per  acre 
14,  density  per  house  3*9.  Rateable  value  ^60,941. 


4 


Sanitary  Condition  of  Yeovil,  1910. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

The  births  registered  have  been  300 — males  160,  females  140. 
One  more  than  the  annual  mean  number  since  the  extension  of  the 
area  of  the  Borough  in  1904,  and  19  below  the  decennial  (1900-or) 
mean.  As  the  former  is  the  more  satisfactory  statistical  standard 
the  position  is,  the  annual  number  of  births  has  been  just  maintained. 
The  general  birth-rate  for  the  year  was  25*08,  compared  with  26*06 
the  annual  mean  since  1904,  and  with  25*75  f°r  the  last  decennium 
(1900-09).  This  crude  birth-rate  corrected  by  the  factor  for  the 
County  Urban  Districts  becomes  28*36  which  is  3*46  above  the  so 
corrected  County  rate  for  its  Urban  Districts,  which  in  face  of  the 
widely  prevalent  tendency  to  a  falling  birth-rate  is  satisfactory, 
especially  so  because  our  infant  mortality  is  low.  The  birth-rate 
for  England  and  Wales  for  1910  was  24*8.  Of  the  births  15  were 
illegitimate— males  3,  females  12,  the  same  number  as  last  year,  but 
from  these  2  must  be  deducted  as  belonging  to  mothers  non-resident 
in  the  Borough.  Thus  corrected  the  illegitimate  births  become 
13  and  the  rate  10  which  is  o*8  less  than  last  year. 

DEATHS. 

The  deaths  registered  have  been  165,  males  89,  females  76, 
Two  blank  weekly  returns  were  received  during  the  year,  one  for  the 
weekending  March  12th,  the  other  for  the  week  ending  May  28th. 
The  general  death-rate  was  13*79.  This  is  0*94  below  the  annual 
mean  since  the  extension  of  the  Borough  1904,  which  is  the  fairest 
comparison  since  that  date  marks  an  equality  of  population  with  the 
present.  The  above  figure  is  o*68  below  the  last  decennial  (1900-09) 
mean  rate.  The  nearest  similar  death-rate  since  the  area  lias  been 
enlarged  was  13*95  in  1905,  and  13*72  in  1902  on  the  population  of 
the  old  area.  The  crude  death-rate  corrected  for  the  age-groups 
of  the  County  Urban  Districts,  becomes  13*02  which  is  practically 
identical  with  that  for  the  corrected  County  rate  for  its  Urban 
Districts.  From  the  crude  number  of  deaths  18  have  to  be  deducted 
for  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  in  the 
Borough,  thus  reducing  the  deaths  proper  to  the  Borough  to  147 
which  gives  as  our  corrected  death-rate  only  10*58  which  is  very 
satisfactory  indeed.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1910  was  13*4. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  Yeovil,  igio. 


5 


Infantile  Mortality. 

This  is  the  most  important  factor  in  public  health  statistics, 
and  represents  the  deaths  of  infants  (under  i  year  of  age)  propor¬ 
tionate  to  1,000  births.  The  deaths  of  infants  have  numbered  only 
16,  which  gives  the  low  infantile  mortality  rate  of  53,  which  is  little 
more  than  one  half  the  standard  figure  assigned,  under  existing 
sanitary  conditions,  to  healthy  districts.  Our  very  low  figure  is  one 
of  special  gratification  and  congratulation  to  the  Borough,  since  we 
are  an  urban  district,  and  moreover  very  largely  engaged  in  indus¬ 
trial  occupations.  The  figure  of  the  infantile  mortality  is  34*6  below 
that  of  the  County  urban  rate  for  1909,  and  38‘8  below  the  urban 
mean  for  the  two  years  the  county  figures  are  available.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  106. 

Satisfactory  as  these  figures  are,  an  analysis  of  the  detailed 
causes  of  infantile  deaths  as  set  forth  in  Table  V.  shows  that  some 
of  them  are  more  or  less  preventable  with  better  maternal  know¬ 
ledge  of  infant  rearing  and  domestic  hygiene — an  education  which 
can  best  be  given  sympathetically  to  mothers  by  health  visitors,  and 
to  the  elder  girls  of  our  schools —  the  prospective  mothers  of  a  near 
future — under  the  scheme  recently  advised  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Board  of  Education.  (Cir.  758). 

Child  Mortality. 

Only  7  deaths  of  children  (1-5  y ears  of  age)  occurred  during 
the  year,  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  0*5,  compared  with  a  mean  number 
of  14  and  a  rate  of  2'2  in  the  six  years  since  the  extension  of  the 
Borough  area  (1904-09).  The  rate  is  the  lowest  for  any  of  these 
years.  On  these  satisfactory  statistics  the  Borough  is  again  to  be 
heartily  congratulated.  A  total  infantile  and  child  mortality  of  23 
deaths  or  a  rate  of  1*9. 

Seven  principal  Epidemic  Diseases. 

The  mortality  under  this  group  of  preventable  diseases  has  been 
6,  viz.,  diphtheria  5,  puerperal  fever  1,  compared  with  an  annual 
average  for  the  period  since  the  extension  of  the  Borough  of  12. 
This  year’s  mortality  is  the  lowest  since  that  date  1904.  The  age  at 
death  of  the  diphtheria  cases  was  20  months  in  two  cases,  and  5 
years  in  the  three  others.  The  equivalent  rate  for  the  year  is  0-5. 
The  cases  were  scattered  over  various  parts  of  the  town.  In  one 
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instance  the  nature  of  the  disease,  by  its  insidious  commencement 
being  (as  is  usually  the  case),  mistaken  for  a  “  cold,'’  when  medical 
aid  was  summoned,  although  promptly  responded  to  it  was  “  too 
late,”  death  had  just  taken  place.  With  respect  to  the  death  from 
puerperal  fever,  the  precise  channel  of  infection  was  not  with  certainty 
discoverable.  It  must  be  here  recorded  that  such  a  death  is  a  very 
rare  occurrence  in  the  Borough,  it  is  ten  years  since  one  happened. 

Tubercular  Diseases. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  lung,  or  phthisis,  the  chief  of  this  group 
of  disease  has  caused  12  deaths.  The  decennial  mean  number  is  10. 
The  equivalent  rate  for  the  year  has  been  ro.  Five  of  the  deaths 
occurred  in  the  age  group  25-65  years,  and  five  between  65  years 
and  upward.  Only  one  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  a  public  institution 
and  was  that  of  anon-resident. 

Tubercular  diseases,  other  than  phthisis  caused  8  deaths.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  all  forms  has  been  20 
and  the  rate  1  *08  Rooms  in  which  death  from  phthisis  has  taken 
place  are  disinfected. 

Respiratory  Diseases. 

Respiratory  diseases  other  than  phthisis  have  caused  18  deaths. 
Ten  from  bronchitis  in  the  aged  (65  years  upwards),  and  8  from 
pneumonia,  in  about  equal  proportions  between  the  age  groups 
15-25  years,  and  65  years  upwards. 

Only  two  such  deaths  occurred  in  infants  (0-1  year),  none  in 
children  (1-5  years).  The  meteorological  conditions  of  the  year  have 
been  anything  but  favourable  to  either  extreme  of  life.  This  low 
infantile  and  child  mortality  from  respiratory  diseases  is  satisfactory 
since  it  implies  non-exposure,  in  other  words  maternal  care  m  this 
respect  in  the  early  years  of  life. 

Cancer. 

Cancer  (or  malignant  disease)  has  caused  12  deaths,  7  males,  5 
females.  Nine  of  these  took  place  in  advance  life  (65  years  upwards). 
The  cancer  mortality  was  equivalent  to  7*2  per  cent,  of  the  deaths 
from  all  causes.  The  mean  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  during 
the  past  15  years,  has  been  18*9  which  makes  this  year’s  record 
relatively  satisfactory. 
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Age. 

The  deaths  of  “  aged  ”  persons  (65  years  upwards)  have  been 
28,  (males  1 1,  females  17).  Advanced  age  has  been  a  marked  feature 
in  this  mortality  5  were  those  of  persons  over  80  years  age  ;  n  over 
85  ;  5  over  90  ;  1  over  95  ;  and  1  at  99  years  9  months  (a  female). 
Fifty  of  this  total  number  were  those  of  residents.  Such  a  record 
of  longevity  is  a  valuable  local  statistical  asset. 

Inquests. 

Eight  inquests  have  been  held  during  the  year,  all  but  one,  on 


residents. 

They  may  be  summarised  as  follows : — 

Sex. 

Age. 

Feb.  2 1st. 

Apoplexy 

Female. 

71  years. 

Mar.  1st. 

Cerebral  abscess  from  factured 

skull  result  of  an  accident 

Male. 

24  years- 

Mar.  2 1  st. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

Male. 

63  years. 

Apl.  15th. 

Suffocation  (Overlying)  ... 

Male. 

7  days. 

Apl.  12th. 

Chronic  Bronchitis  and  Dropsy 

Male. 

81  years. 

Jne.  15th. 

Accidentally  killed  by  a  train 

Male. 

65  years. 

Sept.  1 7th. 

Internal  haemorrhage  from 
collision  with  a  trap 

Female 

33  years. 

Oct.  1st. 

Dec.  18th 

Septicaemia  from  an  accident 

Exhaustion  from  burns  through 

O 

Male 

64  years. 

(non-resident). 

accident 

Male 

87  years. 

The  absence  of  any  death  of  infants  or  children  from 

“  burns’’  is 

noteworthy,  although  the  provision  of  a  fireguard  required  under 
the  Children’s  Act  has  probably  not  yet  been  carried  into  effect  in 
every  home  having  children  under  seven  years  of  age. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  notifications  of  infections  diseases  have  been  61,  which  is 
29  less  than  last  year  and  34  less  than  the  decennial  annual  average 
(1900-09)  the  period  during  which  the  Act  has  been  in  force  in  the 
Borough.  The  subjoined  Table  gives  details  and  a  comparative 
table  of  notifications  in  previous  years. 
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Disease.  All  Ages. 

i-5yrs. 

5-15. 

15-25- 

25-65- 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

3 

24 

7 

1 

Diphtheria 

5 

8 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

10 

— 

— 

3 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

61 

8 

33 

1 1 

9 

Phthisis  under 

P.H  (Tuber)  Reg. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Total  1900  1901  1902 

1903  1904 

1905  1906 

1907 

1908  1909  1910 

Decennial 
Annual  Aver 

Notifications  19  24  n 

86  103 

224  185 

141 

74  80  61 

95 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  35,  out  of  33  infected  houses. 
This  with  the  exception  of  last  year — when  the  total  was  32,  is  the 
lowest  number  since  1902.  The  equivalent  rate,  calculated  on  the 
whole  population  is  2*9,  calculated  on  the  age  groups  (5-15),  on 
which  the  known  incidence  of  the  disease  falls  (the  better  statistical 
expression)  deducting  two  cases  well  above  those  age  groups,  is  14*3. 
Infection  in  one  case  was  most  probably  contracted  by  attendance 
at  a  travelling  theatre;  another  nursed  in  a  private  house — an  adult 
—  and  three  others  derived  from  this  case,  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  were  infected  (together  with  another  adult  case  resident 
just  outside  the  Borough),  from  a  case  at  Yeovil  Marsh.  One 
case  was  infected  at  Bristol;  another  at  Weymouth;  another  had 
just  been  admitted  as  an  in-patient  at  the  town  hospital,  and  on 
being  put  to  bed  was  found  to  be  desquamating ;  another  most 
probably  derived  infection  from  occupying  an  infected  bed,  not 
known  to  the  medical  attendant,  who  saw  the  child  in  another 
bed  and  in  another  room.  These  illustrate  how  preventable  disease 
is  spread,  long  before  cases  become  known,  or  can  be  traced,  or 
isolation  effected. 

All  the  cases,  with  the  exception  of  two  adults,  professionally 
nursed  and  isolated  at  home,  were  removed  forthwith  to  the  Lyde 
Road  Isolation  Hospital.  These  33  (out  of  24  infected  houses) 
cases  (94  per  cent,  of  the  total  number)  gave  details  as  follows  : — 

Lyde  Road  Hospital  Cases. 

Age  -3  -4  -5  -6  -7  -8  -9  -10  -11  -13  -14  -15  -16  -17  -18  -22 

32123353  2  1  1  1  1  1  31 

Males  10;  Females  23  ;  Total  33. 
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Nature  of  the  Cases. 


Severe  ...  ...  ...  10 

Marked  ...  ...  ...  12 

Simple  ...  ...  ...  5 

Irregular  ...  .  .  ...  3 

Desquamating  on  admission  ...  3 

33 


The  complication  of  rheumatism  developed  before  admission, 
was  met  with  in  2  of  the  cases.  27  patients  were  discharged  from 
the  hospital  during  the  year,  6  were  remaining  at  the  end  of  that 
period.  The  average  duration  of  stay  in  the  hospital  was  43  days, 
the  usual  time  for  this  disease.  The  prevention  of  complications 
and  the  safe  guidance  of  the  patient  through  them  when  present, 
are  the  tests  of  clinical  success  within  such  a  hospital  ;  among  the 
public,  the  hospital  removes  dangerous  centres  of  infection  and  pre¬ 
vents  further  spread  by  them.  The  average  gain  in  weight  in 
hospital  was  61bs.  50ZS.  The  maximum  was  i4lbs.  8ozs.,  the 
minimum  2^1bs.  The  average  cost  per  patient  was  £\  18s.  ud. 
Cost  per  occupied  bed  £8  3s.  3d.  The  hospital  was  empty  (some 
indication  of  preventive  influence  in  a  town  with  important  markets 
and  constant  trade  communications  with  workers  from  a  wide  area), 
from  April  10th  to  July  7th,  a  period  of  88  days. 

Diphtheria. 

The  notifications  of  this  disease  have  been  13  compared  with 
37  for  1900.  Under  age  groups  as  subjoined  : — 

Under  (2  years)  3  ;  (-3)  2  ;  (-6)  4  ;  (-8)  1  ;  (-9)  1  ;  (-13)  1 ;  (-14)  *• 

The  equivalent  rate  on  the  whole  population  is  10;  calculated 
on  the  age  groups  liable  to  the  incidence  of  the  disease  (1-5  years) 
it  is  i2‘5.  The  antidote  to  the  malady — diphtheric  antitoxin  has 
been  used  in  every  case  but  one,  where  the  child  was  dead  before 
the  medical  aid  summoned  could  arrive.  Many  of  the  cases  have 
been  “  mild,”  in  no  instance  has  a  second  case  occurred  in  the  same 
house.  No  disease  is  more  insidious  in  its  onset,  and  none  in  which 
delay  in  summoning  medical  aid  is  more  dangerous. 

The  disturbance  of  old  sewers  and  soil,  although  well  known 
scientifically  to  be  of  no  etiological  or  causal  significance  in  the 
various  forms  of  infectious  “  sore  throat  ”  and  throat  affections,  is  a 
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belief  still  tenaciously  held  and  asserted  by  the  public.  In  this 
connection  it  may  be  well  to  note,  that  although  such  disturbance 
of  drainage  and  soil  has  been  extensively  going  on  in  the  Borough 
for  some  months  in  connection  with  the  new  internal  drainage  of 
the  town,  no  cases  of  infectious  throat  diseases  have  been  known 
coincident  in  point  of  time  or  locality  with  such  disturbance. 

Enteric  Fever. 

It  is  seldom  that  a  notification  of  this  disease  is  received,  and 
on  investigation  it  is  usually  traced  to  have  originated  beyond  the 
Borough.  Four  cases  have  been  notified  in  the  past  ten  years,  two 
of  these  contracted  the  disease  away  from  the  town.  The  single 
case  notified  this  year  was  that  of  a  child,  who  was  found  to  have 
contracted  the  malady  at  Weymouth,  probably  through  a  milk 
supply  infected  from  a  case  beyond  the  boundary  of  that  town. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  to  and  from  the 

County  Council. 

As  indicated  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  the  County  Council 
following  the  example  of  simliar  health  authorities,  have  been 
supplied  weekly  (on  Monday  mornings),  with  returns  of  local 
notifiable  diseases,  as  an  urgent  public  health  measure  ;  and  in  return 
has  sent  (every  Wednesday  morning)  a  list  of  the  cases  notified  in  the 
urban  and  rural  districts  throughout  the  county.  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  in  the  County  are  thus  informed  of  the  localities,  extent 
and  nature  of  infectious  preventable  diseases  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
their  district  and  throughout  the  county ;  they  are  thus  forewarned 
and  to  some  extent  forearmed  as  to  infectious  notifiable  diseases. 
In  addition  to  the  diseases  notifiable  by  statute,  the  County  form 
provides  for  the  return  of  infectious  (but  non-notifiable)  diseases 
prevalent  among  school  children — measles,  whooping  cough,  chicken 
pox  and  mumps,  all  very  liable  to  be  spread  directly  by  aggregation 
in  school,  and  indirectly  outside  among  the  public.  Details  of  the 
local  cases  thus  reported  to  the  County  Council  will  be  found  in  my 
annual  report  to  the  Education  Committee.  I  may  say  here  that 
the  total  of  such  cases  has  been  326. 

Public  Elementary  Schools. 

As  the  Education  Committee  of  your  Council  has  recently 
received  reports  from  the  Board  of  Education  on  health  conditions 
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and  other  matters  connected  with  the  Schools,  and  are  in  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  Board  on  the  subject,  I  need  not  in  this  report  allude 
to  the  sanitary  aspect  of  the  schools.  From  the  medical  side  of  the 
subject,  I  may  say  that  523  medical  inspections  of  the  children  have 
been  made  during  the  year,  and  that  the  School  Nurse  has  paid  1900 
home  and  special  visits  to  the  children  requiring  such. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Henry  Stiby,  Esq.,  (Mayor  in 
1904-5),  in  the  provision  of  gratuitous  dentistry  to  “necessitous” 
cases  in  school  children,  a  great  work  in  the  promotion  of  the  health 
of  our  school  child  population  has  been  effected.  738  cases  have 
received  professional  treatment,  a  total  of  2,063  dental  operations 
have  been  performed.  Full  details  of  health  work  in  connection 
with  the  schools,  will  be  found  in  the  forthcoming  Annual  School 
Medical  Report,  copies  of  which  will  be  furnished  your  Council  in 
due  course. 

Dairies,  Milkshops,  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses. 

Supervision  of  most  of  these  have  formed  part  of  the  sanitary 
inspectional  work  of  the  year.  Speaking  generally,  they  are 
satisfactory. 

With  respect  to  the  many  practically  irremediable  defects  of 
private  slaughter  houses,  directly  and  indirectly  threatening  to 
injuriously  affect  the  public  health,  and  the  difficulties  of  effective 
meat  inspection  therein,  I  am  of  opinion  (supported  by  the  conference 
of  the  South  Western  Branch  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Association 
at  their  meeting  in  the  Borough  in  October),  that  private  slaughter 
houses  should  be  abolished — at  least,  in  towns  say  of  10,000  in¬ 
habitants,  and  that  the  sanitary  authority  should  be  required  to 
provide  and  administer  a  properly  constructed  abatoir. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  these  generally  speaking  is  satisfactory 
but  structural  sanitary  defects  of  drainage  and  closet  accommodation 
in  some  cannot  be  remedied  until  the  completion  of  the  modern 
sewers — part  of  the  scheme  of  reconstruction  now  in  progress  under 
the  scheme  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board  last  year. 

Omissions  to  supply  Lists  of  some  of  the  Outworkers  makes  it 
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impossible  to  compile  complete  statistics,  but  the  subjoined  summary 
is  presented  from  the  figures  available. 

Outworkers  in  the  Borough  ..  Males  29  Female  1447  Total  1476 
Outworkers  beyond  Borough  ,,  —  „  601  ,,  601 

t  , .  i  ,  _  _  _ 

Totals  ...  29  2048  2077 

Disinfection. 

This  important  work  during  the  year  may  be  summarised  thus — 
Disinfection  of  rooms  after  infectious  diseases  68 
Personal  disinfection  about  ..  .  .  ...  150 

Disinfection  of  rooms  after  death  from  Phthisis  10 
Set  of  clothing,  articles,  &c.,  disinfected  ...  37 

Total  315 

Systematic  Inspection  by  the  M.O.H. 

Premises  inspected  in  connection  with  Notifiable  Diseases  73 


Other  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Factories,  Workshops,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Special  Inspections  with  Sanitary  Inspector  ..  ...  go 

Houses  certified  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ... 


Total  203 

A  considerable  number  of  visitation  of  homes  of  school  children 
suffering  from  infectious  but  non-notifiable  diseases  have  also  been 
made  as  noted  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Schools. 

Summary  of  Official  and  other  Communications  on 

Health  Matters. 

Letters  ..  ...  ...  ...  .  .  ...  9 

,,  re  Nuisances  referred  to  Sanitary  Inspector...  5 
„  H.M.I.  of  Factories  ...  ..  ...  3 

„  re  Infectious  cases  outside  the  Borough  ...  6 

,,  Conference  of  S.W.  Centre  of  San.  Inspectofs  3 

26 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

I  have  pleasure  in  annexing  a  summary  of  Mr.  Whalley’s 
Annual  Report  as  supplied  by  him.  It  will  be  seen  he  has  effected 
a  large  amount  of  good  sanitary  work  in  which  his  courtesy  and 
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tact  have  played  an  important  part,  while  the  same  satisfactory 
standard  of  excellent  arrangement  and  work  has  been  maintained. 
He  has  commenced  the  house-to-house  inspection  under  the  new 
Act  and  Regulations. 

Sanitary  Works  in  Progress. 

Much  important  public  sanitary  work  is  in  progress  under  the 
scheme  sanctioned  by  the  L.G.B.  in  1909  for  the  modification  of 
the  sewage  disposal  works  ;  the  substitution  (in  about  one-half  the 
area  of  the  Borough)  of  modern  pipe  sewers  for  the  old  rectangular 
stone  and  other  drains;  drains  for  the  separation  of  the  surface 
waters ;  the  provision  of  a  refuse  Destructor,  and  certain  street 
improvements. 

Prospective  Sanitary  Advancements. 

In  the  absence  of  provision  otherwise,  the  sanitary  authority  is 
about  to  proceed  in  the  erection  of  some  artisan  dwellings 
to  meet  the  demand  for  such  housing  accommodation  rendered 
urgent  through  the  sudden  increased  population  of  the  Borough  by 
industrial  prosperity. 

Improved  and  Increased  School  Accommodation. 

Schemes  under  both  these  matters  are  under  consideration. 

Miscellaneous  Matters  required  to  be  noted  under  the 
General  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  Dec.,  1910. 

The  subjects  of  local  geology,  altitude,  occupations  of  the 
population,  of  water  supply,  of  sewTerage  and  sewage  disposal,  of 
methods  of  dealing  with  infectious  diseases,  are  given  in  former 
Reports,  and  will  be  found  summarised  at  the  end  of  this  one. 

Population. 

Since  the  original  extension  of  the  area  of  the  Borough  in  1904, 
the  estimated  population  has  been  based  on  the  census  statistics 
previous  to  that  date,  plus  the  figures  obtained  for  those  new 
portions  then  included,  checked  by  the  usual  correctional  calcula¬ 
tions  as  far  as  ascertainable.  The  estimated  population  for  1910 
was  11,958,  but  since  the  commencement  of  the  year  a  considerable 
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accession  to  the  population  has  been  made  by  numerous  workers 
brought  into  the  town  through  the  large  extension  of  an  iron  foundry 
and  oil  engine  works.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  firm  this 
addition  to  their  workers  amounted  to  219  males,  58  of  whom  are 

1 

married  men.  Calculated  upon  this  basis  plus  the  average  number 
per  family,  together  with  the  other  usual  corrections,  I  estimate  the 
population  for  1911  to  be  12,520.  Probably  this  factor  of  new 
industrial  increase  in  the  population  will,  .s  is  usual  in  such 
instances,  be  liable  to  a  certain  amount  of  fluctuation,  dependent 
on  the  trade  conditions  of  that  particular  industry.  For  the  exact 
population  of  the  Borough  we  shall  have  to  await  the  forthcoming 
census. 


Disposal  of  Excreta. 

Is  practically  wholly  by  water  carriage  (with  the  exception  of  4 
or  5  ash  or  earth  closets  on  the  extreme  boundaries  of  the  Borough). 
In  this  matter  it  seems  desirable  and  only  natural  in  the  interest  of 
the  public  health,  that  where  an  efficient  water  carriage  system 
exists  and  is  in  general  use,  it  should  not  be  competent  (without  the 
special  sanction  of  the  local  sanitary  authority  for  adequate  reason 
shown)  for  owners  of  property  to  depart  from  the  general  usage  by 
erecting  or  substituting  an  ash,  earth  or  other  form  of  closet.  Again 
it  seems  desirable  that  a  “  water  closet  ”  shall  not  be  deemed 
“proper”  or  “efficient”  where  there  is  a  public  water  supply 
available  within  a  reasonable  distance,  unless  a  proper  flushing 
cistern  be  provided  ;  hand  flushing  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  is 
inefficient. 

Scavenging. 

This  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  local  sanitary  authority. 
When  the  erection  of  the  refuse  destructor  is  completed  it  will  be 
necessary  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health  to  reorganise  the  whole 
method  of  storage,  collection,  and  disposal  of  house  refuse. 

Schools. 

There  are  five  public  elementary  schools  under  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Education  Committee.  Two  private  schools  and  two 
county  schools  (one  for  boys,  one  for  girls),  the  Corporation  being 
represented  on  the  governing  body  of  each  of  these  latter.  In  the 
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matter  of  the  public  elementary  schools,  as  the  Board  of  Education 
is  in  active  communication  with  the  local  education  authority  in  the 
matter  of  provision  of  increased  accommodation  and  other  defects 
of  the  schools,  nothing  further  need  be  said  here  on  the  subject. 


Methods  of  Control  of  Tuberculosis. 

There  are  no  special  provisions.  Disinfection  of  rooms  after 
death  from  phthisis  is  effected.  The  locality,  and  indeed  the  county 
is  very  badly  off  for  institutional  or  other  provision  for  the  treatment 
of  cases  in  the  early  stages  of  these  diseases,  a  want  severely  felt 
in  connection  with  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children. 

Town  Planning. 

A  scheme  for  the  future  advantage  of  ihe  Borough  under  this 
Act  (1909)  will  shortly  be  under  consideration. 

Housing  Accommodation. 

Owing  to  the  dearth  of  suitable  house  accommodation  for  the 
working  classes — the  ordinary  agencies  having  failed  to  provide  such 
—  the  local  sanitary  authority  are  preparing  a  scheme  for  the  erection 
of  municipal  dwellings  for  the  working  classes  under  the  statutory 
powers  conferred  on  them  on  that  behalf,  and  will  shortly  make 
application  to  the  Local  Government  Board  thereon. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

As  a  matter  of  local  sanitary  history,  extensive  investigations 
inhouse-to-house  inspection  were  made  in  1881  and  1891  under  the 
then  sanitary  inspectors,  the  forms  employed  in  the  work  were  those 
then  recently  compiled  by  an  eminent  sanitarian  of  those  dates,  Dr. 
Dykes,  of  Merthyr  Tydfil.  Each  inspection  appears  to  have 
extended  over  about  seven  years,  quarterly  reports  or  oftener 
seem  to  have  been  made,  and  scattered  notes  of  work  effected 
appear.  On  the  other  hand  in  some  places  which  can  be  traced  to¬ 
day,  no  permanent  or  noticeable  betterment  is  now  apparent.  A 
scheme  of  work  under  the  new  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 
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igog,  has  been  initiated  by  the  sanitary  authority,  and  com¬ 
mencement  of  actual  work  by  myself  and  the  sanitary  inspector  was 
made  in  December. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act,  since  the  infantile 
mortality  is  low,  and  the  many  causes  commonly  largely  operative  in 
high  mortality  in  infancy  are  usually  absent.  There  also  are  no 
Health  Visitors  or  similar  organisation  to  undertake  the  necessary 
work. 

Midwives’  Act,  1902.  * 

Not  being  a  County  Borough,  the  working  of  this  Act  falls  to 
the  County  Council.  In  response  to  a  communication  on  the 
matter  recently  received,  quoting  what  appeared  to  be  incomplete  or 
erroneous  information,  I  made  investigations  and  enquiries,  and  in 
effect  replied  that  there  were  in  the  Borough — 

Qualified  Midwives  ...  ...  3 

Certificated  or  Registered  ...  2 

Ordinary  Maternity  Nurses  ...  14 

The  yearly  average  number  of  stillborn  infants  interred  in  the 
Cemetery  was  about  14.  From  the  medical  practitioners  I  learnt 
(confirmed  by  the  birth  returns),  that  practically  every  birth  in  the 
Borough  is  attended  by  a  medical  practitioner,  and  that  the  ordinary 
maternity  nurse  in  attendance  acts  under  the  direction  of  the  medical 
practitioner,  and  in  no  sense  “  practices"  midwifery.  The  medical 
practitioners  are  satisfied  with  the  present  practice  and  see  no 
necessity  or  prospect  of  departure  from  the  present  conditions. 
At  least  two  of  these  ordinary  nurses"  seem  to  be  too  aged  to 
efficiently  attend  “  cases." 


Bye  =  Laws. 

No  new  Bye-Laws  have  yet  been  completed  or  sanctioned,  but 
since  much  of  the  new  sanitary  works  in  hand,  and  the  re-organisa¬ 
tion  of  some  of  the  departments  of  sanitary  administration  will  be 
needed  on  their  completion,  it  may  be  more  satisfactory  in  the  end^ 
as  well  as  now  more  convenient  to  postpone  this  matter  to  a  not  too 
remote  future  date. 
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Rainfall. 

As  in  former  years  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  E.  Howell 
(Manager  of  the  Corporation  Gas  Works),  I  am  able  to  give  the 
rainfall  of  this  phenomenal  meteorological  year,  1910,  for  the  Borough 
and  for  comparison  the  readings  of  the  gauge  at  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  at  Pen  Mill. 

Rainfall  for  the  Borough,  1910 — 37*01  inches;  rainy  days  197. 

Rainfall  Sewage  Disposal  Works — 39'53  inches  ;  rainy  days  229. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  PAGE,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer. 

% 

Presented  to  the  Council ,  February  13th,  1911. 
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TABLE  IV.  CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE 
YEAR  1910,  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  YEOVIL. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 

year. 

1  and 
under 

5- 

5  and 
under 
15- 

T5  and 
under 
25- 

25  and 
under 

65- 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Diphtheria 

5 

•  • 

2 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

1 

. .. 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

*  • 

Phthisis  . . 

12 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

5 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

8 

1 

2 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

Cancer  . . 

12 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

9 

Bronchitis 

10 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

8 

Pneumouia 

8 

1 

•  • 

2 

2 

3 

.. 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory 
Organs 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

Alcoholism 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

1 

Premature  Birth  . . 

5 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Heart  Disease 

23 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

2 

12 

5 

Accidents 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

1 

Suicides  . . 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

“  Age  ” 

28 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

28 

Cerebral  Lesions  .  . 

16 

•  • 

0 

3 

•  • 

1 1 

All  other  causes  . . 

30 

8 

•  • 

4 

.  . 

•  • 

21 

All  causes 

165 

16 

7 

14 

9 

27 

92 

Tables  I.,  II.  and  III.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  are  not  reproduced 
as  their  substance  is  contained  in  the  matter  of  the  Report. 


TABLE  V.  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910 

IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  YEOVIL. 

Deaths  from  Stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Cause  of  Death. 

All  f  Certified 
Causes  (Uncertified 

Premature  Birth 

Atrophy  (Debility)  . . 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Suffocation 

(Overlying) 

Other  Causes 

Totals 

Births  1  Legitimate  2851  Deaths  f  Legitimate  Infants  151 

in  the  Year.  ( Illegitimate  15  I  5  in  the  Year  (Illegitimate  ,,  1  j 

Population  (est.)  11,958 

Deaths  from  all  causes  . .  . .  165 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  per  1000  births  53 
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SUMMARY  OF  LEADING  VITAL  STATISTICS 

AND 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  EVENTS 

OF  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  YEOVIL. 

1910. 


From  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report. 

Area. — 852  acres.  Inhabited  houses,  3063. 

Rateable  Value. — (Valuation  Lists)  ^60,941. 

Population. — Census  1901,  9838.  Area  enlarged  1904,  estimated 
population  1910,  11,958.  Density  per  acre  14;  per  house  3  9. 
A  considerable  increase  of  population  has  occurred  during  the 
year,  through  extra  workmen  required  by  the  great  extension 
of  an  Iron  Foundry  and  Oil  Engine  Manufacturing  Works. 
This  accession  makes  the  estimated  population  for  191 1,12,520. 

Rainfall. — Decennial  mean  29*69^.  Town  1910,  37'oiin.  Rainy 
days  197.  Sewage  Disposal  Works  39*53^.  Rainy  days  229. 

Industries. — Leather  Glove  making  the  staple.  Iron  foundries  and 
Oil  Engine  Manufacturing,  Tallow  melting,  Butter  Cheese 
and  Prepared  Foods  manfacturing.  , 

Glove  Factories  15.  Other  33.  Workshops  87.  Out¬ 
workers  about  3,300. 

Municipal  Wovks. — Water,  Sewage,  Scavenging,  Public  Baths,  Gas. 

Water  Supply. — Four  separate  sources  (7  to  9  miles  away)  Gravita¬ 
tion.  Supply  constant,  about  30  gallons  per  head,  per  day. 
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Isolation  Hospitals. — Municipal.  Lyde  Road  Hospital  for  Scarlet 
fever  (20  beds),  Emergency  Hospital  at  Whistle  Bridge  (2 
miles)  for  Small-pox  (6  beds). 

Scarlet  fever  cases  admitted  1910,  33  out  of  total  of  35. 
Hospital  empty  88  days.  Direct  cost  per  case  £\  18s.  nd. 
Cost  per  occupied  bed  £8  3s.  3d.  No  deaths. 

Public  Institutions  contributing  to  Birth  and  Death  Rates. — Union  Work - 
house,  Town  and  District  Hospital. 

Births. — Decennial  mean  281.  1910,  300,  rate  25*08  corrected  28*36. 

England  and  Wales  24*8. 

Deaths. —  Decennial  mean  157.  1910,  165,  rate  13*78  corrected  13  02. 

England  and  Wales  13*4. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Decennial  mean  (1902-09)  27.  Rate  per  1000 
births  97.  1910,  16,  rate  per  1,000  births  53.  England  and 

Wales  106. 

Zymotic  Mortality. — Decennial  mean,  9.  1910,  6,  rate  0*5.  England 

and  Wales  -99. 

Phthisis. — Decennial  mean  11.  1910,  12,  rate  i*o. 

Notifiable  Diseases. — Decennial  mean  (1900-09)  95.  1910,61,  rate  5*1. 

Summary  of  the  Public  Health  Events  of  the  Year. — Birth  and  Death 
rate  are  satisfactory.  The  infantile  and  child  mortality  very 
satisfactory,  the  notification  rate  low. 

The  chief  sanitary  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  commence¬ 
ment,  and  much  progress  made  in  the  extensive  scheme  of 
modification  of  the  sewage  disposal  works,  the  re-sewering  of  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  the  old  internal  drainage  of  the  Borough,  certain 
marked  street  improvements,  and  the  commencement  of  the 
erection  of  a  refuse  destructor,  pursuant  to  the  scheme  sanctioned 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  1909.  Cost  ^27,000. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE 


ANNUA 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

Sanitary  &  Building  Inspector 

for  1910. 


To  the  Yeovil  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  a  brief  statistical  Summary  of  the 
work  of  my  department  during  the  past  year,  and  for  purposes  of 
reference  have  adhered  to  the  usual  form. 

The  works  carried  out,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  tabulated  state¬ 
ment,  have  been  of  an  extensive  character,  and  every  endeavour  has 
been  made  to  maintain  a  high  standard  as  regards  work  and 
materials. 

It  is  pleasing  to  state  that  the  whole  of  this  work  has  been 
effected  without  any  appreciable  friction,  and  I  have  to  thank 
the  various  owners  of  properties  concerned,  for  the  prompt  and 
thorough  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  the  requirements 
set  forth  on  the  notices  served. 

Various  sanitary  amendments  have  been  made  in  several  of 
the  factories  and  workshops  (which  are  not  included  in  the  form 
attached),  and  here  again  the  owners  have  shewn  a  willingness  to 
carry  out  what  has  been  necessary  to  abate  nuisances,  and  in  the 
interest  of  the  health  of  their  employees. 

The  whole  of  the  Cow-sheds  in  the  Borough  have  been  inspected, 
and  considerable  amendments  made,  more  particularily  with  regard 
to  paving  of  floors,  drainage,  lighting  and  ventilation,  and  which 
must  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  cattle,  and  upon 
the  cleanliness  of  our  milk  supply. 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  already  stated  that  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  Housing  Regulations  as  required  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  has  been  commenced,  but  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  stating,  that  owing  to  the  extra  amount  of  work 
entailed  by  the  re-sewering  in  many  parts  of  the  town,  and  by 
reason  of  many  of  the  house  connections  being  found  to  be  defective, 
this  work  of  inspection  must  necessarily  be  somewhat  interrupted. 

Every  effort  will  be  made  to  push  forward  the  work,  whenever 
an  opportunity  arises. 

The  duties  in  connection  with  my  department  continue  to 
receive  my  careful  and  assiduous  attention. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRED  WHALLEY, 

Sanitary  and  Building  Inspector. 


Presented  to  Town  Council,  Feb.  13///,  1911. 
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Sanitary  Condition  of  Yeovil,  1910. 


NO.  of  HOUSES  AND  PREMISES  INSPECTED  . 520 

NO.  of  RE-INSPECTIONS  OF  HOUSES  AND  PREMISES  in 

connection  with  the  abatement  of  nuisances  ..  ..  ..  ..  1240 

1760 

RESULT  OF  INSPECTIONS; 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  93 

Cleansed,  Repaired,  Limewashed,  &c.  ..  ..  ..  ..  27 

Disinfected,  Cleansed  and  Limewashed  after  illness  of  Infectious 
Character  -Scarlet  Fever,  46;  Diphtheria,  t6  ;  Phthisis,  8  ; 
Cancer,  2  ;  Puerperal  Fever,  2  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  74 

Yards  Re-paved  or  Repaired  (affecting  54  houses)  . .  . .  . .  34 
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New  Systems  of  Drainage  Provided  to  existing  Houses  . .  , .  68 

Smoke  Tests  applied  to  Old  and  New  Drains  in  connection  with 

existing  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  379 

Defective  Traps  Condemned  and  Removed  . .  ..  ..  ..  193 

New  Stoneware  Yard  Gullies  fixed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  253 


W.C.’s  Repaired,  Lighted  and  Ventilated  .. 

Closets  supplied  with  Flushing  Cisterns 

Closets  supplied  with  New  “  Pedestal  ”  Pans  and  Seats  . . 

New  W  C.’s  Built  complete 


85 

. .  109 

139 
. .  12 


MISCELLANEOUS— 

Removal  of  Filth  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  5 

Insanitary  Keeping  of  Animals,  &c.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  14 

New  Floors  to  Stables,  Cowsheds,  Piggeries,  &c.  ..  ..  ..  14 

New  Urinals  Erected  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  ••  ••  3 

Choked  Drains  cleared  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  9 


Inspections  have  also  been  made  of  many  of  the  Factories, 
Workshops,  Bakehouses,  Dairies  and  Milkshops,  Slaughterhouses, 
&c.,  and  defects  dealt  with. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  Yeovil,  igio. 


25 


Report  of  ffuilding  Inspector. 

1910. 


NEW  BUILDINGS  COMPLETED- 

Dwelling  Houses...  ...  ...  61 

Trades  and  other  Buildings  :..  10 

71 

Number  of  Inspections  of  New  Buildings  during 

course  of  erection  .  .  ..  ...  584 

Number  of  Drainage  Tests  applied  in  connection 
with  New  Buildings  and  New  Public 
Sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 


Careful  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Building  work  during 
the  year,  and  every  effort  made  to  maintain  an  efficient  standard  as 
regards  materials,  &c. 


A  few  cases  of  contravention  of  the  Building  Bye-laws  and 
departures  from  plans  approved,  have  been  detected  and  remedied. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  legal  proceedings 
during  the  year. 

FRED  WHALLEY, 

Building  Inspector. 


